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J im  Rodgers  was  the f i r s t  Pa r k s  D i recto r  appoin ted 
to se r ve the c i t i zens  o f  Wi l l iamson County.   Th rough 
h i s  un ique and co l laborat i ve  ways,  Mr.  Rodgers 
he lped set  a so l id  foundat ion  fo r  the par k  sy s tem 
that  we en joy  today.   The B lack land Her i tage 
County  Pa r k  i s  one o f  seve ra l  p roper t ies  that  Mr. 
Rodgers  he lped secu re  fo r  par k  deve lopment.   I n 
a l l  dec i s ions,  Mr.  Rodgers  a lways  cons ide red the 
resou rce,  and t r ied to f i nd c reat i ve  and fun  ways 
to  ent ice k ids  and the i r  fam i l ie s  to  en joy  the g reat 
outdoors.   Th i s  p lan re f lec t s  those va lues,  and w i l l 
he lp  c reate a g reat  natu re  based par k  fo r  f u tu re 
Wi l l iamson County  res ident s  to  en joy.   Mr.  Rodgers 
a lways  made wor k  fun ,  even i f  i t  meant  p re-tes t i ng 
a new f i sh ing ho le  fo r  an upcoming event.   Wi thout 
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Thank  you J im !
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Wi l l iamson County.  The B lack land Her i tage County  Pa r k  comple tes  the county ’ s  goa l 
o f  p rov id ing reg iona l  sca le,  natu re  based par k s  equ i tab ly  d i s t r ibu ted w i th in  the 
fou r  geograph ic  quadrant s  o f  Wi l l iamson County.    Th i s  mas te r  p lan ce lebrates  the 
s ign i f icance o f  the b lack land p ra i r ie  and the natu ra l  and h i s to r ic  ro les  i t  has  p layed 
in  the l i ves  o f  those who set t led the eas te rn  por t ion  o f  Wi l l iamson County  and the 
l i ves  o f  those that  a re  the fu tu re  o f  Wi l l iamson County.  

The pu rpose o f  th i s  mas te r  p lan i s  to  exp ress  the sha red v i s ion  that  has  emerged 
th rough a fou r  month  p rocess  o f  lea rn ing,  o rgan iz ing and consensus -bu i ld ing, 
and to sugges t  d i rect ion  to  gu ide fu tu re  p lann ing and s tewardsh ip  act i v i t ies.  Th i s 
mas te r  p lan g ives  a new s ign i f icance to B lack land Her i tage Par k ’ s  ro le  i n  Wi l l iamson 
County ’ s  f u tu re.  Pu rpose ly,  t he document  does  not  spec i f y  how to ach ieve th i s  v i s ion . 
Des ign  deta i l s  and exact  locat ions  fo r  t ra i l s ,  amen i t ies,  e tc.  a re  l i kew i se  not  i nc luded. 
Those featu res  shou ld be dete rm ined in  s tages  ove r  the nex t  seve ra l  year s.  I n s tead, 
th i s  mas te r  p lan desc r ibes  the ma jo r  cons ide rat ions  fo r  f u tu re  par k  deve lopment  and 
sugges t s  how to approach them.  I t  p rov ides  both  the in sp i ra t ion  and b road ideas 
that  w i l l  qu ide any  fu tu re  par k  imp rovements.  The v i s ion  fo r  B lack land Her i tage Par k 
and p rocesses  to  ach ieve the long-te rm potent ia l  fo r  the par k  a re  desc r ibed he re in .  

Th i s  p lan i s  p resented in  f i ve  par t s.   The f i r s t,  H i s to r y  and V i s ion,  es tab l i shes  a 

 S ince 2000,  when Wi l l iamson County  passed i t s  f i r s t  par k ’ s  bond,  the county 
began a p rocess  o f  ident i f y i ng and pu rchas ing la rge a reas  fo r  par k s  and t ra i l s 
connect ing the va r ious  c i t ies  w i th in  the county  and p rese r ves  them fo r  f u tu re 
generat ions  to  en joy.   Fo r  the las t  ten  year s  Wi l l iamson County  has  i nves ted an 
impress i ve  amount  o f  resou rces  i n  s t ra teg ica l l y  acqu i r i ng and ma in ta in ing la rge 
a reas  fo r  par k land wh ich  i s  qu ick l y  becoming icon ic  w i th  the r ich  he r i tage o f 
Wi l l iamson County.    S ince th i s  p rocess  began the county  has  s i nce deve loped 
fou r  o f  i t s  p r imar y  reg iona l  par k s  and imp lemented a la rge sca le  reg iona l  t ra i l 
deve lopment  par tne r sh ip  w i th  the commun i t ies  embrac ing B rushy  Creek .   The 
County,  w i th  fund ing par tne r s  such as  the Wi l l iamson County  YMCA and Texas 
Par k s  and Wi ld l i fe  Depar tment,  has  deve loped award-w inn ing fac i l i t ie s  a t  the 
Wi l l iamson County  Reg iona l  Pa r k ,  Be r r y  Sp r ings  Pa r k  & Prese r ve,  Tw in  Lakes  Par k , 
and Champions  Par k  and adopted a mas te r  p lan fo r  R i ve r  Ranch County  Pa r k  i n 
the wes te rn  por t ion  o f  Wi l l iamson County.   Th i s  v i s ionar y  p rocess  i s  s t i l l  ongo ing 
today.    

I n  2008,  Wi l l iamson County  pu rchased 348 acres  f rom the Bye r s  fam i l y  w i th in 
the eas te rn  por t ion  o f  the county  a long S tate H ighway 29 and f ron t ing the 
San Gabr ie l  R i ve r  a long the south  s ide.   As  ident i f ied in  the county-w ide Par k s, 
Rec reat ion  and Open Space Maste r  P lan  o f  2008,  th i s  par k  i s  i n tended fo r 
use as  a reg iona l  natu re-based par k  to  se r ve the s takeho lder s  i n  eas te rn 

h i s to r ica l  contex t  and v i s ion  fo r  the par k ’ s  f u tu re.   The second,  Under s tand ing 
the S i te,  exp lo res  and def ines  the phys ica l  cond i t ions  re la ted to 
deve lopmenta l  capac i t y  o f  th i s  s i te  to  funct ion  in  i t s  i n tended use.   The 
th i rd,  P lann ing and Des ign,  addresses  the p rocess  o f  assess ing the par k s 
p rogrammat ic  goa l s  as  de f ined by key  s takeho lder  i nput  and par t ic ipat ion .  
The fo r th ,  The Maste r  P lan,   seeks  to  p resent  the ove ra l l  recommendat ions 
and gu id ing p r inc ip les  fo r  the fu tu re  deve lopment  o f  the par k  and the las t 
sect ion,  What ’ s  Nex t,  addresses  the assoc iated cos t  o f  deve lop ing the 
par k  and addresses  the recommended subsequent  s teps  i n  wh ich  to  beg in 
imp lement ing the deve lopment  o f  the par k . 
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T O N K A W A
Sketch  o f  Ch ie f  P lac ido.   A long w i th  h i s 
t r ibe,  they  jo ined fo rces  w i th  the Texas 
Ranger s  to  scout  fo r  Comanches.   The 

Tonkawas  he ld a sma l l  te r r i to r y  i n  cent ra l 
Texas  due to the su r round ing t r ibes.

S O U T H E R N  B O R D E R 
The San Gabr ie l  R i ve r  ho lds  the 

southe rn  border  o f  the b lack land 
par k .

The c i t i zens  o f  Wi l l iamson County,  Texas,  rece ived a t remendous  oppor tun i t y 
when the Bye r s  p roper ty  was  pu rchased as  398 acres  o f  new county  par k land.  
Subsequent l y  ach iev ing the county ’ s  goa l  o f  acqu i r i ng and p rotect ing par k land 
equa l l y  d i s t r ibu ted a round the county.  Th i s  par k land i s  s i t uated eas t  a long 
h ighway 29 and f ron t s  one o f  cent ra l  Texas ’  g reates t  resou rces,  the San Gabr ie l 
R i ve r.  When charged by the County  Commi s s ione r s  Cour t  to  c reate a 21s t  centu r y 
reg iona l  par k  fo r  Wi l l iamson County,  ou r  des ign  team d rew in sp i ra t ion  f rom both 
a r ich  natu ra l  h i s to r y  o f  cent ra l  Texas  and the agra r ian  he r i tage o f  the b lack land 
p ra i r ie  fa rmer s  dat ing back  to  the t ra i l  d r i ves  o f  yes te r year.  Acknow ledg ing 
the evo lu t ion  o f  the s i te,  the Maste r  P lan  bu i lds  upon those t rad i t ions  wh i le 
i n t roduc ing the idea that  un tamed natu re  can dynamica l l y  combine w i th  the 
contempora r y  contex t  to  conce ive the Par k  as  a “New Hope” .

THE SITE
The Maste r  P lan  fo r  th i s  reg iona l  par k  embraces  i t s  natu ra l  and h i s to r ica l 
re la t ionsh ips  to  the land in  wh ich  i t  res ides.   Wi l l iamson County  cons i s t s  gener  a l l y 
o f  two eco- reg ions  o f  s ign i f icance in  th i s  h i s to r ic  se t t lement  o f  cent ra l  Texas. 
Geo log ica l l y,  a  s ign i f icant  fau l t  l i ne  ca l led the Ba lcones  Escarpment  fo rmed 
m i l l ions  o f  year s  ago and co inc identa l l y  r uns  no r th  and south  a long In te r s ta te 
35 in  cent ra l  Texas.  Th i s  c reated the two d i s t i nc t  eco- reg ions  on e i the r  s ide o f 
the fau l t  l i ne.   To the wes t,  t he l imes tone h i l l  count r y,  and to the eas t,  t he r ich 
low land so i l s  o f  the b lack land p ra i r ie,  each p lay ing key  ro les  i n  the se t t lement  o f 
the d ive r se  cent ra l  Texas  landscape.  The Maste r  P lan  ce lebrates  the s ign i f icance 
o f  the b lack land p ra i r ie  and the natu ra l  and h i s to r ic  ro les  i t  has  p layed in  the 
l i ves  o f  those who set t led the eas te rn  por t ion  o f  Wi l l iamson County  and the l i ves 
o f  those that  a re  the fu tu re  o f  Wi l l iamson County.   Th i s  348-acre parce l  cou ld be 
thought  o f  as  that  sen t imenta l  p iece o f  land that  many long-t ime c i t i zens  have 
he ld sac red in  the i r  memor ies,  and that  the Maste r  P lan  reve res  th rough the s i te ’ s 
natu ra l  and cu l tu ra l  landscape o r ig in s,  a l low ing the Par k  to  become p roduct i ve 
again ,  revea l ing not  on l y  what  once was  but  a l so what  cou ld be.
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THE CONCEPT

I n sp i red by  the nove l  “ The Las t  Ch i ld  Le f t  i n  the Woods ”  and the e f fect s  o f 
natu re  de f ic i t  s ynd rome in  combinat ion  w i th  the county ’ s  v i s ion  o f  p rov id ing 
open space p rese r vat ion  and natu re  based reg iona l  par k s,  t he oppor tun i t y 
to  te l l  t he  s to r y  o f  the land was  the ove r whe lm ing ly  dominant  theme.  The 
subsequent  conceptua l  p la t fo rm fo r  the Maste r  P lan  o f  th i s  par k  became 
much l i ke  a s to r y  qu i l t  cons i s t i ng o f  fou r  p r imar y  patches  te l l i ng  the s to r y 
o f  the land.   The f i r s t  patch,  re fe r red to as  the Las t  F ron t ie r  cons i s t s  o f  21% 
o f  the par k land to be renewed in to a nat i ve  b lack land p ra i r ie,  te l l i ng  the 
s to r y  o f  land p r io r  to  se t t lement,  the expans ive nat i ve  g rass land p ra i r ie 
that  pe r son i f ies  a genu ine ly  w i ld  Texas  te r r i to r y.  The second patch o f  the 
mas te r  p lan devotes  17% o f  par k  ac reage to rep resent  wor k ing fa rm land fo r 
i n te ract i ve  educat iona l  oppor tun i t ies.   Th i s  a rea i s  w i l l f u l l y  ca r ved out  o f  the 
la rge r  and represent s  the care fu l  c ra f t i ng o f  p laces  in sp i red by  the pat te rns 
o f  h i s to r ic  fa rm ing commun i t ies  and cu l t i vated f ie lds,  evok ing assoc iat ions 
w i th  the loca l  cu l tu ra l  landscape that  rem inds  us  o f  whe re we come f rom 
and who we a re.   The th i rd  patch o f  the mas te r  p lan devotes  36% o f  the 
par k land to be deve loped in  a natu ra l  res to rat ion  o f  land incorporat ing 
the ma jo r i t y  o f  p rogrammat ic  par k land act i v i t ies  i n  a  manner  rep resentat i ve 
o f  the sus ta inab le  p ract ices  man i s  rea l i z i ng a re  needed to l i ve  in  ha rmony 
w i th  ou r  natu ra l  resou rces.  Th i s  a rea i s  re fe r red as  the “New Hope” ,  ca re fu l l y 
i ncorporat ing sus ta inab le  p ract ices  w i th  rec reat iona l  oppor tun i t ies  i n  a 
manner  that  b r i ngs  i n te res t  and adventu re  back  in to  those who in te ract 
w i th  i t.   D i scover y  i s  an  impor tant  e lement  to  the deve lopment  o f  i n te res t 
and ind iv idua l  advancement  and i s  success fu l l y  i ncorporated w i th in  th i s 
patch.   The fou r th  patch o f  the mas te r  p lan devotes  26% o f  the par k land 
to be deve loped as  a cont inuat ion  o f  the “New Hope” ,  i ncorporat ing 
the oppor tun i t y  to  success fu l l y  i n te ract  w i th  the r i ve r  lands  o r  bot tom land 
a rea.   As  the mos t  sens i t i ve  a rea w i th in  the par k  and the r iches t  i n  te rms  o f 
p lan t s  and w i ld l i fe,  i t  i s  o f  g reates t  demand by use r s  to  be exp lo red and 
d i scovered.   However,  as  an act i ve  f low zone i t  requ i res  a un ique approach 
to in te ract ing and d i scover ing w i th in  i t.   Success fu l l y  i ncorporat ing th i s 
s t ra tegy w i l l  i nc rease the in t r igue and re in fo rce the percept ion  o f  a  un ique 
par k  exper ience in  a l l  who exper ience i t.

B A C K  I N  T I M E
A s ta tue rec reat ing a bu f fa lo  hun t  by  the 

Tonkawa Ind ians.

L I F E  O N  T H E  F A R M
Chi ld ren  in te ract  w i th  fa rm equ ipment, 

lea rn ing about  l i fe  on the fa rm.

A  N E W  H O P E
St ruc tu res  b lend seamless l y  i n to  the 

landscape to have as  l i t t le  impact  as 
poss ib le.  
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S I T E  C O N T E X T
Located in  Jonah,  Texas,  the B lack land 
Par k  i s  nes t led between HW 29 on the 
no r th  s ide and the San Gabr ie l  R i ve r  on 
the southe rn  edge.  

E A S T E R N  N E X U S
The B lack land Her i tage County  Pa r k  i s 
located in  the eas te rn  ha l f  o f  Wi l l iamson 
County.   The par k  i s  s i t uated to b r idge 
the gap between the eas t  and wes t 
Wi l l iamson County  par k s. 

S A N  G A B R I E L  R I V E R

H W
 2 9

H W  2 9

C
R

 1 9
2
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R E G IO N A L  +  C U LT U R A L  A R C H I T E C T U R E

The h i s to r y  o f  the reg ion i s  d i sp layed by the p reva i l i ng a rch i tectu re.   Much 
o f  the su r round ing reg ion cons i s t s  o f  fa rm land wh ich  has  fo regone the 
subu rban sp raw l  on l y  a few m i les  away.  C iv i l ian  Conse r vat ion  Corp (CCC) 
s t y le  o f  a rch i tectu re  i s  s t i l l  ve r y  p resent  among the landscape w i th in  the 
reg ion as  dep ic ted in  these photos. 

Predominante l y  1- s to r y  s t r uc tu res  w i th  a h igh  p i tch  roo f,  d ressed in  wood, 
meta l  o r  s tone,  mate r ia l s  s t i l l  heav i l y  u sed to th i s  day but  i n  d i f fe ren t 
fash ions.   Roof s  ex tend deep beyond the bu i ld ing to  p rov ide cover  fo r 
the ent r y  spaces  f rom the ex t reme Texas  heat.   L igh t  co lo r s  a re  a l so used 
in  addi t ion  to  meta l  roo f s  wh ich  repe l  heat  i n  the summer t ime and a id in 
moderat ing the temperatu re  o f  the s t ruc tu re.  

I N S P I R AT I O N
The reg ion i s  l i t te red w i th  o ld  fa rm ing 

and ranch ing s t ruc tu res  such as  these.  
Mate r ia l s,  shapes,  and co lo r s  can 

be pu l led f rom these s t ruc tu res  and 
incorporated in to par k  bu i ld ings.

N E W  A N D  O L D
A b i r thday pav i l ion  can f i t  t he characte r 
o f  the s i te  by  b lend ing the a rch i tectu ra l 

s t y le  o f  the t imes  w i th  a modern/p ract ica l 
shape.
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R E G IO N A L  R E U S E

Due to the loca l  p resence and cond i t ion  o f  pe r iod a rch i tectu re,  many 
o f  the p ieces  w i th in  the a rea have the poss ib i l i t y  o f  be ing reused w i th in 
the p roposed par k .   Wh i le  some p ieces  may not  lend themse lves  to  be ing 
re located,  o the r s  w i l l  p lay  a v i ta l  ro le  i n  the v i s ion  fo r  the B lack land Par k .  R E G I O N A L  I N S P I R AT I O N

These s i los  a re  a ma jo r  foca l  po in t  i n  the 
C i t y  o f  Hu t to  and a re a re fe rence to ou r 

agr icu l tu ra l  he r i tage.

F A R M  E Q U I P M E N T
Unused fa rm equ ipment  l i ke  the ones 

shown he re  p resent  an oppor tun i t y  fo r 
i n te rp re t i ve  oppor tun i t ies.
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Ex i s t i ng we l l ,  p roduces  40gpm

W E L L
Ex i s t i ng we l l ,  p roduces  20gpm

W E L L

8 ”  WAT E R  L I N E

AT M O S  G A S  L I N E

O N CO R  E L E C T R I C

T X U  E L E C T R I C  L I N E

U T I L I T I E S

Severa l  ex i s t i ng u t i l i t ie s  a re  p resent  on the 
Bye r s  Tract.   Cut t i ng th rough the s i te  f rom 
nor th  to  south  i s  an  Oncor  t ransm i s s ion 
l i ne.  I n te r sect ing the l i ne  i s  an  underg round 
Atmos  Ene rgy  gas  l i ne.   An  8 ”  wate r  l i ne 
and TxU e lect r ic  l i ne  a re  conta ined in 
the HW 29 R.O.W.   Two ex i s t i ng we l l s  a re 
a l so p resent  on the s i te,  one located in 
the upper  no r thwes t  co rne r  and the othe r 
located beh ind the hos t  house.   Wastewate r 
i s  hand led th rough ex i s t i ng sept ic  sy s tems.  
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O V E R H E A D  E L E C T R I C
The la rge reg iona l  t ransm i s s ion  l i nes  that 

cu t  th rough the cente r  o f  the s i te

R . O . W .
The r igh t-o f-way a long HW 29 conta ins 
wate r  and e lect r ic  se r v ices 
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H Y D R O LO G Y

Dra inage on the Bye r s  Tract  i s  d i rected to 
the south  |  sou theas t.   S to rm wate r  runo f f 
f rom HW 29 a long the no r th  s ide o f  the 
p roper ty  sheets  to  the south  and ente r s  the 
s i te.   A l so  to  be noted,  th i s  f i r s t  sect ion  o f 
the p roper ty  i s  the on ly  par t  o f  the s i te  that 
i s  ou t  o f  the 100 year  f loodpla in .   

Upon ente r i ng the s i te,  s to rm wate r  w i l l 
c ross  3  ex i s t i ng deve loped sect ions.   Two 
homes teads  s i t  r igh t  ou t s ide the p roper ty 
l i nes,  and a par k  hos t  house can be found 
in  the no r theas t  s ide o f  the p roper ty.   The 
qua l i t y  o f  r uno f f  f rom these p roper t ies  i s  fa i r ; 
however,  t he f ie ld  equ ipment  and debr i s 
le f t  ou t s ide on these p roper t ies  cont r ibu tes 
o i l s,  gas  and othe r  ha rm fu l  sed iment s  to  the 
was tewate r  wh ich  may contam inate the f lo ra 
and fauna.

The expans ive natu ra l  vegetat ion  on the 
s i te  he lps  to  captu re  sed iment s  be fo re 
wate r  en te r s  the San Gabr ie l  R i ve r.   Natu ra l 
low po in t s  on the s i te  he lp  captu re  and 
t reat  wate r  be fo re  ente r i ng the g roundwate r 
supp ly. 

Negat ive runo f f

E X I S T I N G  H O S T  H O U S E

Negat ive runo f f

O F F S I T E  H O M E S T E A D

Negat ive runo f f

O F F S I T E  H O M E S T E A D

D R A I N A G E  PAT T E R N S

S A N  G A B R I E L  R I V E R

N AT U R A L  L O W  P O I N T

1 0 0  Y E A R  F L O O D P L A I N
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N AT U R A L  D E P R E S S I O N S
Natu ra l  low- l y i ng a reas  on the s i te 
co l lect  t rash  and othe r  debr i s  washed 
away by  a reas  up land. 

W AT E R W AY S
I n teg rat ing the San Gabr ie l  R i ve r  and 
i t s  g reenway in to  the des ign  o f  Bye r s 
Tract  w i l l  he lp  connect  the par k  to  the 
reg iona l  par k  sy s tem.  

N E T W O R K S
A se r ies  o f  swa les   c reates  a networ k  o f 

s t reams  wh ich  feed the San Gabr ie l  R i ve r.  
The natu ra l  sy s tem co l lect s  and t reats 

s to rmwate r  runo f f. 

F L O O D  Z O N E S
S i l t  and sed iment  bu i ldup can impede 
natu ra l  d ra inage ways  caus ing 
un in ten t iona l  f lood ing.  
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S LO P E S

The no r the rn  edge o f  the p roper ty  rema ins 
re la t i ve l y  f la t  to  conta in  the roadway and 
ex i s t i ng homes teads  border ing th i s  edge. 
The s i te  qu ick l y  d rops  o f f  to  the open 
p ra i r ie  at  s lopes  up to 10% .  

A  5% max imum s lope remains  cons tant  ac ross 
the s i te  to  the t ree l i ne  located on the 
south  edge o f  the p roper ty.   Gent le  s lopes 
to  the south  and southeas t  o f  the p roper ty 
a l low fo r  vegetat ion  to  g row f ree ly  and 
s to rm wate r  to  in f i l t ra te  the g round wate r 
supp ly. 

The wooded area a long the southe rn  edge 
conta ins  mos t  o f  the s i te ’ s  topograph ic 
change.   Natu ra l  swa les  cu t  th rough th i s 
a rea o f  the s i te  wh ich  subsequent l y  d i rect s 
wate r  to  the r i ve r. 

The San Gabr ie l  R i ve r  located on the south 
s ide o f  the p roper ty  i s  f lanked by h igh  b lu f f s 
and e roded edges.  

Prov ides  a good v i sua l  bar r ie r  f rom the 
roadway.   Poss ib le  e ros ion  can occu r.  Not 

idea l  fo r  roadways  .

5  -  1 0 %  S L O P E S

1 5 + %  S L O P E S
South  fac ing s lopes  rece ive more sun  in  the w in te r.   Not  idea l  fo r 

s t r uc tu res  o r  wa l kways.   Su r face e ros ion  i s  h igh .

Natu ra l  swa les  and s teep s lopes  combined w i th 
dense vegetat ion .  Su i tab le  fo r  pass i ve  uses.  Not 

idea l  fo r  veh icu la r  o r  s t r uc tu ra l  u se. 

1 0  -  1 5 %  S L O P E S

Idea l  fo r  roadways  and wa l kways.  
Rece ives  a h igh  amount  o f  so la r 

rad iat ion .

0  -  5 %  S L O P E S
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D Y N A M I C  E D G E
The exposed b lu f f  on  the south  edge 
o f  the s i te  d i sp lays  the geograph ic 
fo rmat ions  caused by the San Gabr ie l .  

G E N T L E  S L O P E
The gent le  s lope o f  the land ac ross  the 
ma in  open space o f  the s i te  a l lows  fo r 
d ramat ic  v iews.

E R O D E D  S L O P E S
Steep s lopes  cu t  by  the r i ve r  l i ne  the 

southe rn  edge o f  the s i te.    The sha rp 
edges  eas i l y  e rode away p resent ing a 

potent ia l  hazard. 
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Regu la r l y  mowed and ma in ta ined R.O.W.  a long 
HW 29 .

U P L A N D  R O A D W AY 

Open range cons i s t i ng o f  c rops  and 
managed fa rm land.

A G R I C U LT U R A L  F A R M L A N D

Natu ra l  wooded area w i th  dense sc rub 
under s to r y.

B O T T O M L A N D  W O O D L A N D S

Sh rubs  and nat i ve  g rasses  a long wate r ’ s  edge.  

R I PA R I A N  

V E G E TAT IO N

Fou r  d i f fe ren t  vegetat ion  zones  have been 
ident i f ied and de l i neated. 

The Up land Roadway zone encapsu la tes 
the HW 29 R.O.W.  and ex tends  in to  the 
p roper t ies  that  s i t  ad jacent  to  the s i te.  
Th i s  zone cons i s t s  o f  the s tandard TxDOT 
re-vegetat ion  m i x  wh ich  inc ludes  nat i ve 
g rasses  and w i ld f lower s.  Th i s  zone i s 
regu la r l y  mowed and managed.  

Ad jacent  to  the  Up land Roadway zone i s 
the Agr icu l tu ra l  Fa rm land zone.   I n  genera l 
th i s  zone cons i s t s  o f  c rops  and open,  non-
ma in ta ined fa rm land. 

The Bot tom land Woodlands  i s  a  natu ra l 
zone cons i s t i ng o f  a  dense t ree canopy 
and th ick  under s to r y  sc ru f f.  Cont tonwood, 
Sycamore,  Nat i ve Oak,  Cedar  E lm  and 
Pecan Trees  he lp  make up the canopy.  
Under s to r y  t rees  cons i s t  o f  Redbuds, 
Mounta in  Lau re l s  and Yaupon Ho l l ie s. 

The San Gabr ie l  R i ve r  a long the south 
edge o f  the s i te  conta ins  the R ipar ian 
zone.   Th i s  zone i s  made up o f  many 
low g row ing p lant s  such as  Possumhaws, 
Agar i ta,  Mex ican Buckeye and nat i ve 
g rasses.
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U P L A N D  R O A D W AY
Main ta ined nor the rn  edge o f  the s i te.  
Conta ins  u t i l i t ie s  and ex i s t i ng houses.   

A G R I C U LT U R A L  F A R M L A N D
Expans ive unobs t ruc ted v iews  ac ross  the 
s i te.   The ex i s t i ng Oncor  t ransm i s s ion  l i nes 
cu t  th rough the s i te  i n  the backg round.  

B O T T O M L A N D  W O O D L A N D S
Dense ove rhead canopy w i th  a th ick 

under s to r y.   Th i s  a rea p rov ides  the on ly 
natu ra l  shade on the s i te  and conta ins  a 

r ich  ecosys tem.  

R I PA R I A N
The San Gabr ie l  R i ve r  p rov ides  the 

southe rn  edge o f  the s i te.    Wate r  p lan t s, 
nat i ve  g rasses  and low g row ing sh rubs  f i l l 

t h i s  zone.  
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P E C A N Y O U P O N  H  O L LY A G A R I TA

S W I T C H G R A S S P I N E  M U H LY

B A S K E T  G R A S S

S Y C A M O R EL I V E  O A K

C E D A R  E L M

T E X A S  A S H

N AT I V E  V E G E TAT IO N

The par k  s i te  i s  r ich  w i th  nat i ve  agr icu l tu ra l  vegetat ion .   A  sma l l  po r t ion  o f  nat i ve  p ra i r ie  g rass  ex i s t s  i n  the 
mos t  up land por t ion  o f  the s i te.   The remainder  o f  the up land has  been sc raped and p lanted fo r  agr icu l tu ra l 
pu rposes.   The bot tom land reg ion i s  r ich  i n  vegetat ion  cons i s t i ng o f  la rge Pecan,  Oak and Ash  t rees.   The 
under s to r y  i s  th ick  w i th  g rasses  and some sh rubs  such as  L i t t le  B lue S tem and S ideoats.  
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A R M A D I L L OW H I T E TA I L  D E E RC O Y O T E

S Q U I R R E L S K U N K M O R N I N G  D O V E

M O C K I N G B I R D J A C K  R A B B I T P O S S U M

K I N G F I S H E R

G R E AT  B L U E  H E R O N

N AT I V E  WI L D L I F E

Th i s  par k  s i te  p rov ides  a v i ta l  res t i ng,  feed ing, 
w in te r i ng,  and nes t i ng g rounds  fo r  m ig rato r y  b i rds 
and nat i ve  Texas  w i ld l i fe.  Much o f  the nat i ve 
w i ld l i fe  i s  i nd icat i ve  o f  the b lack land p ra i re  eas t 
o f  the ba lcones  fau l t l i ne.  Some o f  the more typ ica l 
spec ies  found on s i te  cons i s t  o f  coyote,  wh i te ta i l 
deer,  a rmadi l lo,  squ i r re l ,  s kunk ,  jack  rabbi t,  possum, 
morn ing dove,  mock inb i rd,  k i ng f i she r,  and g reat  b lue 
he ron.  These and mony othe r  spec ies  can be found 
on any  g iven day at  the B lack land Her i tage County 
Pa r k .   I t  i s  sugges ted that  an ex tens i ve invento r y 
be under taken and an in te rp re t i ve  p rogram be 
deve loped fo r  a l l  v i s i to r s  o f  the par k .
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S OI L S

The ex i s t i ng s i te  has  p r imar i l y  been used fo r 
agr icu l tu ra l  pu rposes.   The so i l s  have h igh 
wate r  content  and a re  ve r y  eas i l y  e roded.  

A long the no r the rn  edge o f  the s i te  i s  K rum 
S i l t y  C lay  (KsB)  so i l  wh ich  p resent s  the 
bes t  poss ib le  locat ion  fo r  any  p lanned 
s t ruc tu res  and deve lopment.   Th i s  so i l  does 
not  e rode eas i l y,  bu t  because o f  i t ’ s  dense 
cons i s tency,  the use o f  sept ic  sy s tems  may 
pose a p rob lem.  

A l toga S i l t y  C lay  Loam (AgC2)  s i t s  ad jacent 
to  KsB.   Wh i le  th i s  so i l  i s  a l so favorab le 
to  bu i ld ing cons t ruc t ion,  the sh r i n k- swe l l 
potent ia l  i s  h igh .   Th i s  so i l  can eas i l y  e rode 
i f  not  p roper l y  p rotected.  

Sunev S i l t y  C lay  Loam (SuB)  can hand le 
sma l l  and l im i ted deve lopment.   Th i s  so i l  i s 
co r ros i ve  to  underg round p ipe but  can be 
cont ro l led w i th  p roper  des ign .   Due to h igh 
e ros ion,  ca re fu l  management  and des ign  i s 
needed.

Oaka l la  so i l s  (Oa |  Of )  a re  smooth,  we l l 
d ra ined and have h igh  wate r  ho ld ing 
capac i t y.   They  a re  not  su i tab le  fo r 
bu i ld ings  due to f requent  f lood ing and 
e ros ion  but  idea l  fo r  c rops  and uses  that 
w i th s tand f requent  f lood ing.

Idea l  fo r  deve lopment  due to low r i s k  o f  e ros ion .   Sept ic  sy s tems 
may have i s sues  due to s low permeabi l i t y  ra tes.

K s B  S O I L S

Smal l  deve lopment  i s  pe rm i t ted,  co r ros i ve  to 
underg round p ipes,  idea l  fo r  rec reat iona l  use. 

S u B  S O I L S

Wel l  d ra ined so i l  w i th  a h igh  wate r 
ho ld ing capac i t y.   Can hand le  l im i ted 

bu i ld ing deve lopment  .

A g C 2  S O I L S

O a  |  O f  S O I L S
S low runo f f,  idea l  fo r  c rops  and fa rm ing.  

Not  recommended fo r  deve lopment  due to 
h igh  r i s k  o f  f lood ing.
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Potent ia l  s i te  en t r y  po in t 
a l low ing fo r  dynamic  v iew o f 

par k 

Take advantage o f 
ex i s t i ng h igh  po in t

Potent ia l  s i te  en t r y  po in t 
a l low ing fo r  dynamic 

v iew o f  par k 

Use o f  land fo rms  to 
c reate in te r s t  and bu f fe r 

f rom roadway

Hos t  house cou ld be 
reused as  v i s i to r  cente r 

Ex i s t i ng TxU l i ne  cou ld 
supp ly  s i te  w i th  power

ex i s t i ng low po in t  cou ld be 
used fo r  wate r  featu re

woodlands  can be used fo r 
camping

H igh canopies  can be used 
as  ove r looks  fo r  the par k

TxDOT roadway sys tem i s 
cumbersome to garne r  new 

d r i veway cu t s /perm i t s

La rge,  expans ive open space 
p rov ides  l i t t le  v i sua l  i n te res t

lower  par t  o f  s i te  i s  sens i t i ve 
to  deve lopment.   Mus t  p rotect 

hab i ta t s  and vegetat ion .

H igh l y  e rod ib le  so i l s  make 
access ing the r i ve r  d i f f i cu l t  and 

potent ia l l y  dangerous. 

O P P :

O P P :

O P P :

O P P :

O P P :

O P P :

O P P :

O P P :

O P P :

CO N :

CO N :

CO N :

CO N :

S I T E  A N A LY S I S

The s i te  ana ly s i s  combines  a l l  t he data 
maps  togethe r  to  he lp  ident i f y  poss ib le 
oppor tun i t ies  and cons t ra in t s.   The ove ra l l 
s i te  i s  genera l l y  idea l  fo r  env i ronmenta l 
i n te rp re tat ion  and pass i ve  rec reat ion .  
Veh icu la r  access  po in t s  to  the s i te  shou ld 
be m in ima l  to  cont ro l  s i te  d i s tu rbance. 
S t ruc tu res  shou ld be kept  up land as  much as 
poss ib le  to  avo id f lood ing.   
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INTRODUCTION
For  the pas t  100 year s,  a  p rec ious  348-acre landscape has  s tood i t s  g round agains t  a  g row ing and u rban iz ing 
Wi l l iamson County.  Wi ths tand ing the r igo r s  o f  fa rm ing and impact  o f  new ma jo r  roadways,  th i s  parce l  has  been 
fa rmed and degraded,  ye t  ma in ta ins  i t s  r ich  h i s to r y  and potent ia l  to  regenerate the wonder s  o f  the sh r i n k i ng nat i ve 
landscape.  He r i tage oaks  s t i l l  s tand ta l l  t h rough invas ion  o f  fo re ign  spec ies  and th ick  b rush .   The h i s to r ic  g rass land 
su r face remains  beneath  the p ioneer  th icke t s.   An ima l  and b i rd  spec ies  f i nd food and she l te r  w i th in  i t s  hab i ta t s. 
The h i s to r ic  homes tead s t i l l  res ides  at  i t s  no r the rn  reach.  Located w i th in  Wi l l iamson County  and nes t led among 
mun ic ipa l i t ies,  t he s i te  i s  i n  a  un ique pos i t ion  to  th r i ve  as  a reg iona l ,  natu re-based par k  as  i t  demons t ra tes  how 
human en joyment  and eco log ica l  f unct ion  can and mus t  suppor t  each othe r.

The par k  rema ins  a p rec ious  parce l  bu t  does  not  s tand a lone as  the San Gabr ie l  R i ve r  fo rms  a s t rong eco log ica l 
and rec reat iona l  a l l y  to  the wes t.  Connect ing to  the San Gabr ie l  R i ve r  th rough i t s  loca l  hyd ro logy and the reg iona l 
g reenway lends  the Par k  to  an even la rge r  p resence in  the county  and sus ta ins  i t s  ab i l i t y  to  th r i ve.

G reat  par k s  a l low people to  re juvenate and re f resh  themse lves  i n  the landscape,  both  consc ious l y  and 
subconsc ious l y.  As  F reder ick  Law Olms ted sugges ted,  the re juvenat ion  f rom c i t y  l i fe  happens  e f fo r t les s l y  as  you 
exper ience a landscape d i f fe ren t  f rom you r  da i l y  l i fe.  Add i t iona l l y,  c i t y  par k s  a re  r ich  landscapes  o f  lea rn ing and 
opt ima l  p laces  to  c reate l i v i ng laborato r ies  whe re people can be act i ve  par t ic ipant s  i n  the natu ra l  p rocesses  o f  the 
par k .

The s ign  o f  a  g reat  par k  i s  a  v i s i to r ’ s  ab i l i t y  to  under s tand,  imp l ic i t l y  o r  exp l ic i t l y,  t he p r imar y  s t ruc tu re  o r  the “ bones ” 
o f  the landscape.  A  good f ramework  a l lows  the par k  to  adapt  ove r  t ime as  the cu l tu ra l  and eco log ica l  needs  o f  the 
county  change and g row,  wh i le  ma in ta in ing a cohes ive v i s ion  o f  the par k  i n  people ’ s  m inds.  Th i s  f ramework  w i l l  a l low 
the county  to  p rov ide a va r ie ty  o f  natu re-based rec reat iona l  oppor tun i t ies  i n  an env i ronmenta l l y  sound and sens i t i ve 
manner.  Th i s  resu l t i ng v i s ion  becomes  a f ramework  fo r  a  par k ’ s  u se and deve lopment  ove r  a  20 to 30 year  t ime per iod. 

The p rocess  i n  wh ich  to  ach ieve that  began when the county  acqu i red the par k land in  2009 f rom the Bye r s  fam i l y  as 
par t  o f  a  county-w ide v i s ion  to  acqu i re  par k land fo r  the p rese r vat ion  o f  natu ra l  lands  and the p rov i s ion  o f  natu re-
based rec reat iona l  oppor tun i t ies  i n  one o f  the fas tes t  g row ing reg ions  o f  Texas  and at  that  t ime the count r y.   I n  May 
o f  2011,  Bake r-A ick len  + Assoc iates  (BA) ,  i n  combinat ion  w i th  Luck  Des ign  Team,  was  commi s s ioned by the county  to 
deve lop a mas te r  p lan fo r  th i s  par t icu la r  par k land t ract.   The team at  BA out l i ned a p rocess  i n  wh ich  to  deve lop the 
mas te r  p lan w i th in  a 5 month  p rocess  fo r  adopt ion  by  the Commis s ione r s  Cour t.  

Upon commi s s ion,  the BA team out l i ned an e f fect i ve  and e f f ic ien t  p lann ing and commun icat ion  p rocess  that  began 
w i th  the s i te  and ended w i th  the s takeho lder s. 

BRA INSTORMING
The deve lopment  o f  th i s  par k  w i l l  add to the ex tens i ve sy s tem o f  par k s  w i th in  Wi l l iamson County.  The des ign  team met 
w i th  the va r ious  par k  d i recto r s  f rom the su r round ing commun i t ies  to  lea rn  about  the i r  w i shes  fo r  the new par k .  Meet ing 
on-s i te  a l lowed fo r  the des ign  team and the par k  d i recto r s  to  deve lop ideas  based on the s i te  cond i t ions.  Beg inn ing 
w i th  an in t roduct ion  to  the s i te,  the des ign  team gave an ove r v iew o f  the s i te  to  the d i recto r s,  cove r ing ac reage, 
u t i l i t ie s,  ad jacent  uses,  f loodpla ins  and topography.  Based on ideas  and ques t ions  that  a rose du r i ng the morn ing 
in t roduct ion,  the team ventu red out  to  fu r the r  fam i l ia r i ze  themse lves  w i th  the s i te.  Leav ing the veh ic les  and wa l k i ng 
the s i te  he lped to d rum up ideas  fo r  the va r ious  aspects  o f  the s i te.  Based on the d i recto r s ’  i nput,  a  p rogram l i s t  was 
deve loped in  wh ich  to  ho ld commun i t y  d i scuss ions.

D I R E C T O R S  M E E T I N G
An on-s i te  meet ing w i th  va r ious 

Wi l l iamson County  Pa r k  D i recto r s  to 
deve lop ideas  fo r  what  the B lack land 

Par k  can become.
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C O N C E P T  I M A G E S
A co l lage o f  images  rep resent ing 
ideas  and concepts  generated f rom 
the des ign  p rocess.

GATHER ING INPUT and COMMUNICAT ING
Park  des ign  beg ins  w i th  a pub l ic  d ia logue about  the asp i ra t ions  fo r  a  county ’ s 
new pub l ic  p lace.   Charged w i th  c reat ing a county-w ide reg iona l  par k ,  t he 
des ign  team wor ked w i th  the Commis s ione r s  Cour t  and the D i recto r  o f  Pa r k s  and 
Recreat ion  to  deve lop a method o f  i n teg rat ing c i t i zen  input  w i th  the Maste r 
P lan  des ign  p rocess.  I n  J une o f  2011,  a se r ies  o f  focus  g roup meet ings  and 
pub l ic  wor k shops  were he ld to  reach out  to  mun ic ipa l i t ies,  s takeho lder s  and 
key  in te res t  g roups  ac ross  the county  i n  an e f fo r t  to  inc lude the d ive r se  g roups 
rep resentat i ve  o f  Wi l l iamson County.  Each meet ing inc luded in fo rmat iona l 
p resentat ions  by  the des ign  team and the county.

A t  these meet ings,  the des ign  team was  ab le  to  p rov ide des ign  p rogress  th rough 
conceptua l  d raw ings  and imager y  that  conveyed par k  use s t ra teg ies.  Commun i t y 
feedback  on these des ign  s t ra teg ies  was  so l ic i ted th rough the exe rc i se  u t i l i z i ng 
a red dot  |  g reen dot  approach and genera l  feedback,  and,  as  a resu l t,  t hemes 
fo r  p rogramming and par k  uses  we re then der i ved.  These themes  combined 
w i th  i n tens i ve  s i te  ana ly s i s  have become the foundat ion  fo r  the Maste r  P lan . 
Commun i t y  meet ings  and wor k  sess ions  we re a l so coup led w i th  s i te  tou r s  and 
event s,  o rgan ized and led by  the Par k s  and Recreat ion  Depar tment.  Schedu led in 
sync w i th  meet ing dates,  these tou r s  and event s  o f fe red the pub l ic  an oppor tun i t y 
to  exper ience the par k  i n  i t s  ex i s t i ng cond i t ions,  i n sp i r i ng a sense o f  s tewardsh ip 
fo r  the par k  f rom the onset.  The es tab l i shment  o f  the par k ’ s  b log s i te : 
h t tp : / /bye r s t ractpar k .b logspot.com/  has  a l so enab led the pub l ic  to  be in fo rmed 
on the par k  p lann ing and des ign  p rocess.

PROGRAMMING THE PARK

C O M M U N I T Y  I N P U T
Meet ing w i th  members  o f  the 

pub l ic  and va r ious  i n te res t  g roups 
to  bet te r  under s tand what  the 

commun i t y  want s  i n  a  new par k .



26

The deve lopment  o f  th i s  par k  w i l l  add to the ex tens i ve sy s tem o f  par k s  w i th in  Wi l l iamson County.  F rom the focus  g roup 
meet ings  the p rogrammat ic  needs  and oppor tun i t ies  we re ident i f ied,  l i s ted and eva luated agains t  the goa l s  and s i te 
capac i t y  o f  the par k s.   A  va r ie ty  o f  oppor tun i t ies  subsequent l y  rose to  the su r face and were d i scussed and eva luated 
agains t  p rogram i tems  be ing se r ved and addressed in  o the r  par k s  w i th in  the reg ion so as  to  m in im i ze  compet i t i ve  con f l ic t s 
and p romote syne rg i s t ic  re la t ionsh ips  among the par k s  se r v ing the reg ion.

R E L AT IO N S H I P  D I AG R A M S

The f i r s t  s tep to under s tand how the 
p rogram e lement s  w i l l  re la te  to  one-
anothe r  w i th in  the par k . 

T H E  L A S T  F R O N T I E R

 ● main  en t r y  featu re/s ign
 ● land fo rms
 ● loop road
 ● secu r i t y
 ● expans ive open space
 ● canoe/kayak  par k ing
 ● loop t ra i l
 ● l i n k  to  woodlands

L I T T L E  H O U S E  O N  T H E 
P R A I R I E

 ● work ing fa rm land
 ● land fo rms
 ● fa rm equ ipment
 ● ag.  commerc ia l  oppor tun i t ies
 ● gra in  s i lo
 ● v iew ing tower
 ● sma l l  par k ing
 ● loop t ra i l  connect ion
 ● loop road
 ● pecan o rchard
 ● fa rm an ima l s  |  hands  on a rea
 ● buf fe r s  f rom ad jacent  uses
 ● mu le  barn

A  N E W  H O P E

 ● pond
 ● land fo rms
 ● al te rnat i ve  ene rgy
 ● grass  paver  par k ing lo t s
 ● amph i theate r 
 ● second ent r y  po in t
 ● buf fe r  f rom roadway
 ● f i s h ing access
 ● natu ra l  p layg round
 ● h i l l  s l ide
 ● wate r-p layg round
 ● la rge corporate pav i l ion 
 ● group camping
 ● cabins
 ● lookout  po in t
 ● hos t  house
 ● bi r thday pav i l ions
 ● gateway to woodlands

R I V E R  L A N D S

 ● t ra i l  s y s tem
 ● loop t ra i l
 ● picn ic  pav i l ions
 ● h i ke  in  camping
 ● t ree top wa l kways
 ● t ree houses
 ● low wate r  c ross ings
 ● connect ions  to  r i ve r
 ● canoe |  kayak  en t r y

PATC H E S :
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A P P R O A C H
The f i r s t  s tep o f  the des ign  p rocess, 
lay ing ove r  the ana ly s i s  w i th  t rac ing 
paper  and wor k ing th rough spac ia l 
p lann ing and des ign  ideas. 

S O I L S
Most l y  poor  i n  the low lands.  Keep 
s t ruc tu res  towards  the top o f  the s i te.

S L O P E
Gent le  s lop ing f rom nor th  to  south .   A  natu ra l 
low po in t  occu r s  on the wes te rn  edge.

H Y D R O L O G Y
90% o f  the s i te  s i t s  w i th in  the 100 year 
f loodpla in .  

V E G E TAT I O N 
Grasses  and c rops  f i l l  t he  upper  por t ion  o f 
the s i te.   Th ick  woodlands  a long the r i ve r.

A N A LY S I S
Al l  t hese laye r s  above were facto red 
togethe r  to  g ive an ove ra l l  des ign  approach.

DEVELOPING THE CONCEPTS
Subsequent l y,  t he des ign  team was  ab le  to  congeal  the in tense s i te  ana ly s i s  w i th 
the p rogrammat ic  i nput  and d i rect ion  f rom the pub l ic  i nput  and beg in  deve lop ing 
a se r ies  o f  th ree concepts  as  va r ia t ions  on a theme.   S tay ing t rue to  the theme 
wh ich  emerged f rom the pub l ic ’ s  i nput,  t he th ree concepts  we re p resented and 
d i scussed among the des ign  team and subsequent l y  we re  re f i ned and rev i sed 
in to the mas te r  p lan p resented in  the fo l low ing sect ion .
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CO N C E P T  1

 ● Ci rcu la t ion  b r i ngs  veh icu la r  t ra f f ic  to  the southe rn  edge o f  the p roper ty, 
away f rom HW 29

 ● The Fa rm land zone i s  accessed f rom the f i r s t  en t r y  po in t,  o f f  t he ma in  loop 
road

 ● I nco rporat ing a Nat i ve Amer ican he r i tage exh ib i t
 ● The ove rhead e lect r ic  l i ne  d iv ides  the Fa rm land zone f rom the New Hope 

zone
 ● Deve lopment  requ i r i ng bu i l t  s t r uc tu res  a re  pushed out s ide the ex i s t i ng 

100y r  f lood zone
 ● The amph i theate r,  g roup pav i l ion  and p lay  a rea a re  separated by the 

pond
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CO N C E P T  2

 ● 2 ent r y  po in t s
 ● Veh icu la r  c i rcu la t ion  i s  kept  to  the abso lu te  m in imum,  keep ing the 

roadway at  the no r the rn  por t ion  o f  the s i te. 
 ● A secondar y  access  road to the kayak  launch i s  f rom the f i r s t  en t r y  po in t 

o f f  t he loop road
 ● The up land zones  a re  d iv ided by the out  parce l  a long HW 29 . 
 ● The amph i theate r  and g roup pav i l ion  a re  in  c lose p rox im i t y  a l low ing fo r 

the pond to separate th i s  h igh  in tens i t y  a rea to be separated f rom the 
p lay  a rea

 ● Ar t i s t ic  land fo rms  separate the up land f rom the woodlands  and ad jus t  the 
ex i s t i ng f loodpla in

 ● Pr im i t i ve  camping a reas  a re  separated f rom boardwal k s  and t ree houses 
i n  the Woodlands  zone

B U I L D I N G  W I T H  T H E  L A N D
Exp lo r i ng ideas  fo r  how to p rov ide a la rge 
gathe r ing space in  the New Hope zone w i thout 
c reat ing an eye so re  in  the landscape.    G reen 
roo f  s t r uc tu res,  and s t ruc tu res  bu i l t  i n to  the land 
a re  s ke tched out  he re.
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V I E W I N G  N AT U R E
The topograph ic  change w i th in 
the woodlands  zone p resent s  an 
oppor tun i t y  to  b r i ng the wa l kways 
above the g round.

CO N C E P T  3

 ● 2 ent r y  po in t s
 ● Veh icu la r  c i rcu la t ion  again  t rave l s  a long the southe rn  end o f  the s i te  to 

take v i s i to r s  away f rom the HW
 ● The eas te rn  Fa rm land zone edge i s  de f ined by the ove rhead e lect r ic  l i ne
 ● A la rge v iew ing tower  i s  s i t uated at  the bot tom o f  the Fa rm land zone
 ● The g roup pav i l ion  and p lay  a rea a re  in  c lose p rox im i t y  a l low ing fo r  the 

amph i theate r  to  s i t  a lone
 ● A la rge pond separates  the uses
 ● Camping,  boardwa l k s  and t ree top s t ruc tu res  a re  m i xed togethe r  i n  the 

Woodlands  zone. 
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THE LAST FRONTIER

LITTLE HOUSE
ON THE 
PRAIRIE

A NEW HOPE

RIVERLANDS

I N S P I R AT IO N
The mas te r  p lan,  as  i l l u s t ra ted,  i s  a  se r ies  o f 
“ patches ”  that  symbol i zes  the h i s to r ica l  Amer ican 
re la t ionsh ip  and in te ract ion  w i th  the land. 
R ichard Louv,  i n  h i s  thought  p rovok ing book, 
“ The Las t  Ch i ld  i n  the Woods ” ,  pens  that  bas ic 
Amer ican cu l tu ra l  t ra i t s  can be l i n ked to the 
in f l uence o f  the wes te rn  f ron t ie r  -  i t s  exp lo rat ion, 
romance and set t lement.  The B lack land Her i tage 
County  Pa r k  Mas te r  P lan  ce lebrates  and 
lea rns  f rom th i s  por t ion  o f  h i s to r y,  and p rov ides 
act i v i t ies  to  reconnect  w i th  those bas ic  Amer ican 
v i r tues  o f  cou rage and exp lo rat ion  that  has  so 
de f ined ou r  nat iona l  characte r. 
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B L AC K L A N D  P R A I R I E
Res to rat ion  o f  the h i s to r ic  b lack land 
p ra i r ie  p rov ides  v i s i to r s  a  v iew in to  h i s to r y.

ENTRY INTO THE LAST FRONTIER
The wes te rn  patch o f  the B lack land Her i tage County  Pa r k  occu r s  i n  “ The Las t  F ron t ie r ”  and ce lebrates  the Amer ican connect ion 
w i th  the land up th rough the tu rn  o f  the 20th  Centu r y.  Th i s  pe r iod o f  t ime,  f rom c i rca 1800 to 1903,  featu red Amer icans  m ig rat i ng 
wes t  i n  search  o f  land,  d i scover y  and oppor tun i t y.  As  h i s to r ian  Freder ick  Jackson Tu rne r  espoused,  bas ic  Amer ican cu l tu ra l  t ra i t s 
can be l i n ked to the in f l uence o f  th i s  f ron t ie r  exp lo rat ion,  i nc lud ing “ that  coar seness  and s t rength  combined w i th  acuteness  and 
acqu i s i t i veness… that  res t les s  ne r vous  ene rgy ;  that  dominant  i nd iv idua l i sm .
En t rance in to the par k  o f f  o f  Texas  H ighway 29 i s  mar ked by a monument  rep resentat i ve  in  characte r  o f  the 1930 ’ s  C iv i l ian 
Conse r vat ion  Corps  (CCC) a rch i tectu re  that  characte r i zes  many o f  the s ta te par k s  i n  Texas.  I t  p romotes  use o f  mate r ia l s  i nd igenous 
to  the a rea and a rch i tectu ra l  fo rms  that  bor row f rom h i s to r ica l  s t r uc tu res  cons t ruc ted by the CCC in  many par k s  th roughout  the 
Un i ted S tates.  Loca l  examples  o f  CCC arch i tectu re  can be found as  c lose as  Bas t rop S tate Par k  -  a  mere th i r t y  m i les  f rom the 
B lack land Her i tage County  Pa r k  s i te.

The p r inc ipa l  des ign  component  o f  the “ Las t  F ron t ie r ”  patch i s  the ro l l i ng  nat i ve  g rass land p ra i r ie  that  g reet s  v i s i to r s  a t  the  ent r y. 
Much o f  the nat i ve  b lack  land p ra i r ie  i n  the S tate o f  Texas  today i s  g reat l y  a l te red f rom i t s  h i s to r ica l  s ta te  because o f  fa rm ing 
o r  deve lopment  p ract ices.  Th i s  sect ion  o f  the par k  a ims  to  res to re  approx imate ly  f i f t y  ac res  o f  land to the p ra i r ie  cond i t ions  that 
we lcomed set t le r s  i n  the 1800s ’ s .  Nat i ve g rasses  w i l l  be p lanted and managed ( inc lud ing p resc r ibed bu rns )  to  s imu la te the w i ld 
B lack land Pra i r ie  env i ronment.

M A I N  E N T RY
Ent r y  to  rep resent  characte r  o f  the 
h i s to r y  o f  the s i te.  

LO O P  R OA D
compacted d i r t  road to rep resent 
the s t y le  o f  the zone 

C A N O E  /  K AYA K  PA R K I N G
Smal l  par k ing lo t  to  accommodate use r s 
launch ing and recover ing canoes/  kayaks 

LO O P  T R A I L

ACC E S S  R OA D
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P R A I R I E  R OA D
The roadway fo r  The Las t  F ron t ie r 
shou ld m im ic  an un improved road such 
as  th i s .   Othe r  zones  a re  to  have road 
types  to  match the theme o f  the zone. 

E N T RY  F E AT U R E
The ent r y  s ign  shou ld re la te  to  the 
characte r  o f  the s i te.   The use o f  s tone, 
wood and ox id i zed meta l  le t te r s  se t  the 
mood fo r  the v i s i to r.

J O G G I N G  T R A I L
A natu ra l  look ing jogg ing t ra i l  w i l l  b lend 

in to the landscape wh i le  keep ing jogger s 
on path  w i th  a low p ro f i le  bu f fe r  fence 

between the t ra i l  and the roadway.

B U F FA LO  S TAT U E S
A s ta tus  dep ic t ing the h i s to r ic  bu f fa lo  hun t s  wh ich 
once occu r red on these p ra i r ies. 

One o f  the goa l s  o f  th i s  mas te r  p lan i s  to  ach ieve a success fu l  and memorab le   exper ience fo r  v i s i to r s 
upon immediate ent r y  i n to  the par k .  As  par t  o f  that  endeavor,  the mas te r  p lan p romotes  the inc lus ion  o f  a 
sma l l  he rd o f  bu f fa lo  o r  longhorn  scu lp tu res   to  roam the p ra i r ie.  Th i s  exper ience d i rect l y  t ies  par k  pat rons 
to  these an ima l s  that  a re  so symbol ic  o f  Texas  and i t s  h i s to r y.  I t  a l so  ensu res  an immediate success fu l 
par k  exper ience moments  a f te r  en te r i ng the gate.   The jou rney  f rom the par k s  wes t  en t r y  po in t  beg ins 
the v i s i to r ’ s  p rogress ion  in to  and th rough the par k .  The roadway sect ion  th rough the “ The Las t  F ron t ie r ” 
i s  conduc ive to  the same look  and d r i v i ng exper ience o f  t rave l i ng the Old E l  Camino wagon t ra i l  i n 
19th  centu r y  Texas.   The roadway i s  na r row,  w ide enough fo r  s i ng le  veh ic le  passage w i th  pe r iod ic  b road 
shou lde r s  fo r  pass ing.  Th i s  p rov ides  an in t imate exper ience wh i le  pass ing th rough the par k .  Veh icu la r 
access  lead ing down to the r i ve r  and the canoe and kayak  t ra i l head i s  s im i la r  i n  w id th  s i tuated at  the 
par k s  wes te rn  mos t  con f l uence w i th  the San Gabr ie l  R i ve r,  t he canoe and kayak  t ra i l head g ives  v i s i to r s 
opt imum access  to  the r i ve r.  Pa r k i ng accommodates  up to 12 veh ic les  (w i th  space fo r  t ra i le r s )  and par k 
amen i t ies  such as  a shade pav i l ion,  benches,  k ios k ,  res t rooms  and nearby  remote camping fac i l i t ie s  a re 
located at  the t ra i l head.
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LITTLE HOUSE ON THE PRAIRIE
Louv w r i tes  that  the f i r s t  f ron t ie r  c losed w i th  the 1890 US Census,  when a 
c lear  cont iguous  l i ne  o f  demarcat ion  fo r  the Amer ican f ron t ie r  was  no longer 
d i sce rn ib le.   The second f ron t ie r  sequence was  the romant ic i z i ng o f  the f ron t ie r 
wh ich  was  rep resented by the tam ing o r  fa rm ing o f  the land as  people began 
to se t t le  wes t.  Set t le r s  we re  hands  on w i th  the land and the i r  env i ronment  and 
ce lebrated the i r  d i rect  connect ion  between people and the i r  food sou rce. 
Much o f  the ear l y  h i s to r y  o f  the se t t lement  o f  Texas  (and even the ru ra l 
landscape o f  Texas  today)  re f lec t s  th i s  m ig rat ion  and set t lement  o f  the land.
The “ L i t t le  House on the Pra i r ie ”  patch ce lebrates  th i s  t ime in  the county ’ s 
h i s to r y  and i t s  ove r r id ing goa l  to  get  people back  in  touch w i th  the h i s to r y  o f 
the land.  A  la rge por t ion  o f  th i s  patch i s  des ignated fo r  agr icu l tu ra l  u se and 
the county  w i l l  look  to  par tne r  w i th  loca l  fa rme r s  i n  the a rea fo r  ou t sou rc ing 
th i s  par t  o f  the par k .  Approx imate ly  fo r t y  ac res  (40 Ac. )  o f  the par k  w i l l  be 
used to g row corn ,  cot ton o r  g ra in  based c rops.  V i s i to r s  can exper ience the 

FA R M /  AG . B U I L D I N G S

T R E E  B U F F E R

C R O P  R O W S

LO O KO U T /  S I LO

T R E E  B U F F E R

PA R K I N G  LOT

LO O P  R OA DO R C H A R D

PA R K  P O N D
A natu ra l  low po in t  on the s i te  p resent s 
an exce l len t  oppor tun i t y  to  c reate a 
wate r  featu re.   Su r round ing the pond 
s i t  a  g reen pav i l ion,  i s land ove r look, 
amph i theate r  and an ex tens i ve boardwal k 
sy s tem to wa l k  the per imete r  o f  the pond.
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grow ing seasons  o f  the fa rm f rom sow ing to ha r ves t.   I n  tandem w i th  the f ie ld  c rop a rea i s  a  commun i t y 
garden a rea where people may c la im space fo r  the g row ing o f  the i r  own c rops.  Th i s  encou rages 
people to  become ves ted in  the par k  and get  i n  tune w i th  the land.  An o rchard g rove o f  f r u i t  o r  nu t 
bear ing t rees  i s  p lanned in  c lose p rox im i t y  a t  wh ich  people may ha r ves t  and again  have a hands-
on,  success fu l  par k  exper ience.  The t ra i l  head fo r  the “ L i t t le  House on the Pra i r ie ”  patch i s  based on 
a fa rm ing p rototype.  An approx imate ly  2000 SF  “ fa rm house”  w i l l  g reet  v i s i to r s  and se r ve as  a v i s i to r 
cente r  .  Th i s  bu i ld ing houses  par k  s ta f f,  se r ves  as  a meet ing p lace and venue where in te rp re t i ve 
s ignage and educat ion  may take p lace.   The fa rm house w i l l  a l so  se r ve as  a seasona l  s to re,  o f fe r i ng 
v i s i to r s  the oppor tun i t y  to  pu rchase ha r ves ted c rops  and l igh t  snacks  p repared f rom the recent 
ha r ves t.   D i rect l y  o f f  t he rea r  o f  the Fa rm House s i t s  a  se r ies  o f  commun i t y  garden p lo t s.   These p lo t s 
may be ren ted by loca l  res ident s  to  ma in ta in  and g row f ru i t s  and vegetab les  o f  the i r  cho ice.   Two 
barns  accompany the fa rm house,  a  hay barn  and a mu le  barn,  wh ich  se r ve an aes thet ic  funct ion  as 
we l l  as  an educat iona l  oppor tun i t y.  

A  Mu le  Barn
Ad jacent  to  the mu le  barn  i s  a  pen a rea where mu les  and/or  ho r ses  a re  t rad i t iona l l y  housed and can 
go in  and out  o f  the barn  fo r  she l te r  f rom the e lement s.   The par t  o f  Cent ra l  Texas  whe re B lack land 
Her i tage County  Pa r k  i s  located was  h i s to r ica l l y  spot ted w i th  Mu le  Barns.  The mas te r  p lan ded icates 
an a rea o f  the “ fa rm ”  that  w i l l  have a rep l ica o f  a  mu le  barn  and actua l  fa rm equ ipment  that  people 
may see and lea rn  about.  

G A R D E N I N G
Fami l ies  can reconnect  w i th  natu re 
togethe r.   Tend ing to the commun i t y 
gardens  and p ick ing the i r  own vegetab les. 

A R C H I T E C T U R E
Arch i tectu re  rep resent ing the fa rm ou r 
ances to r s  l i ved on.  

P L AY
Let t i ng the ch i ld ren ’ s  imag inat ion  run  w i ld 
as  they  p lay  on rea l  fa rm equ ipment  and 
feed the l i ves tock  used to keep the fa rm 
runn ing.  

LO O KO U T  TO W E R
An o ld g ra in  s i lo  s i t s  a t  the back  o f  the 

land.   C l imb to the top to en joy  the 
ma jes t ic  v iew ove r  the land. 
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G R O U P  C A M P I N G

C A B I N S

PA R K I N G

DI S COV E RY  P L AYG R O U N D

I N T E R AC T I V E  WAT E R  P L AYG R O U N D

R E T R E AT  PAV I L IO N

L A N D F O R M S

PA R K  P O N D

A M P H I T H E AT E R

I S L A N D  OV E R LO O K

PA R K I N G

LO O P  T R A I L

H O S T  H O U S E  A N D  PA R K I N G

THE THIRD FRONTIER
B i fu rcat ing the s i te  i s  the ONCOR u t i l i t y  easement 
and one hundred foot  tower s  that  v i sua l l y 
dominate the s i te.  The mas te r  p lan cons ide r s 
th i s  easement  and the power  co r r ido r  to  be 
symbol ic  o f  whe re soc ie ty  i s  r igh t  now:  The Th i rd 
F ron t ie r.  R ichard Louv sc r ibes  i n ,  “ The Las t  Ch i ld 
i n  the Woods ” ,  t hat  we as  a soc ie ty  a re  cu r ren t l y 
i n  th i s  th i rd  f ron t ie r  that  “ i s  characte r i zed by 
at  leas t  f i ve  t rends :   seve rance o f  the pub l ic 
m ind f rom ou r  food o r ig in s ;  a  d i sappear ing l i ne 
between mach ines,  humans  and othe r  an ima l s ; 
an  inc reas ing ly  i n te l lec tua l  under s tand ing o f  ou r 
re la t ionsh ip  w i th  o the r  an ima l s ;  t he invas ion  o f  ou r 
c i t ies  by  w i ld  an ima l s  (  even as  u rban subu rban 
des igne r s  rep lace w i lde rness  w i th  syn thet ic  natu re ; 
and the r i se  o f  a  new k ind o f  u rban fo rm ” ( that 
o f fe r s  fewer  p laces  fo r  natu ra l  p lay ) .  Th i s  Th i rd 
F ron t ie r  i s  based on techno log ica l  advancements. 
Representat i ve l y,  peop le a re  t ied to the “g r id ” 
whe re many o f  l i fe ’ s  conven iences  a re  suppor ted.

The F ina l  F ron t ie r :  A  New Hope
As the par k  en t r y  road passes  under  the 
t ransm i s s ion  l i ne,  v i s i to r s  pass  th rough to a new 
hope o f  p lay  and exp lo rat ion .  Th i s  i s  an  a rea 
where we can “ unp lug ”  and exper ience both  the 
act i ve  and pass i ve  wonder s  o f  natu re  p lay. 
The icon ic  featu re  that  se r ves  as  the back  bone 
o f  the ‘New Hope ’  a rea i s  the par k  pond and 
su r round ing landfo rms.  Prov id ing an approx imate 
18 ac res  o f  su r face a rea,  the pond i s  s i t uated to 
take advantage o f  the natu ra l  d ra inage a reas 
pat te rns  o f  the s i te.  E xcavated mate r ia l  f rom the 
lake fo rms  the ear then landfo rms  that  nes t le  the 
southe rn  por t ion  o f  the lake.  On a s i te  that  i s 
re la t i ve l y  f la t  and expans ive,  the landfo rms  c reate 
an e levat ion  change p rov id ing the v iewer  a 
d i f fe ren t  pe r spect i ve  o f  the par k .  These landfo rms 
w i l l  a l so  p rov ide natu ra l  p lay  a reas  fo r  “ k i ng o f  the 
mounta in ”  act i v i t ies  and othe r  rec reat iona l  f ree-
p lay  act i v i t ies.  A  d i scover y  p layg round in  the fo rm 
o f  a  depressed ear then bow l  w i l l  a l so  accentuate 
these land fo rms.
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PA R K  P O N D
A natu ra l  low po in t  on the s i te  p resent s 
an exce l len t  oppor tun i t y  to  captu re  the 
s i tes  s to rmwate r  and c reate a wate r 
featu re.   Su r round ing th i s  pond o r  “ tank ” , 
as  Texans  t yp ica l l y  re fe r  to  them,  s i t s 
a  “g reen”  pav i l ion,  i s land ove r look, 
amph i theate r  and an ex tens i ve boardwal k 
sy s tem to wa l k  the per imete r  o f  the pond.
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E A RT H  S T R U C T U R E S
Pav i l ions  bu i l t  i n to  the landscape in s tead 
o f  on top o f  i t.   Ea r th  s t r uc tu res  a l low fo r 
the bu i ld ings  to  b lend seamless l l y  i n to 
the landscape wh i le  us ing the ear th  as 
natu ra l  i n su la t ion  and p rotect ion . 

A M P H I T H E AT E R
S i t t i ng on the edge o f  the pond the 
amph i theate r  uses  the pond and t ree 
l i ne  as  the backdrop.   The amph i theate r 
i s  s i ted in  c lose p rox im i t y  to  the 
la rge pav i l ion  and the par k ing lo t  to 
accommodate a l l  event s. 

G R A S S  PAV E R  PA R K I N G
A g rass  par k ing lo t  w i l l  d ras t ica l l y  reduce 
the heat  i s land a f fect  and ass i s t  i n 
dea l ing w i th  the su r face run-o f f  as  we l l  as 
the hot  Texas  summers.

L A N D F O R M S
Ar t i s t ic  be rms  w ind ing th rough the 
landscape d iv ide the va r ious  uses  f rom 
the woodland a rea wh i le  cont ro l l i ng 
f lood ing.

The par k  pond hos t s  a  va r ie ty  o f  natu re  based oppor tun i t ies  i n  wh ich  to 
exp lo re,  engage and lea rn .  I t  p rov ides  a rec reat iona l  venue fo r  kayak ing, 
canoe ing and catch and re lease f i sh ing,  however,  sw imm ing w i l l  not  be 
encou raged.  An e igh ty  foot  long p ie r  i n  the cente r  o f  the lake a l lows 
fo r  “ bank ”  f i sh ing and the occas iona l  c rawdad catch ing.  A l so,  cent ra l 
to  the pond i s  an i s land ove r look .  Th i s  featu re  p rov ides  a v i sua l  anchor 
to  the lake and a l lows  panoram ic  v i s tas  and s igh t  l i nes  to  the othe r 
amen i t ies  su r round ing the pond.  Eas t  o f  the lake i s  the re t reat  pav i l ion . 
A rch i tectu ra l l y  i n te r tw ined w i th  the bu i l t  up landfo rm,  i t  i s  approx imate ly 
3 ,200 square feet.   The pav i l ion  i s  p roposed to funct ion  in  a f lex ib le 
manner,  as  both  open-a i r  o r  c losed-cond i t ioned space,  as  des i red.
Mate r ia l s  fo r  the bu i ld ing remain  ru s t ic  yet  re f i ned.  Env i s ioned uses  fo r  the 
bu i ld ing inc lude s ta f f  o r  co rporate re t reats,  sma l l  weddings  o r  o the r  s im i la r 
act i v i t ies.  The pav i l ion  may be rese r ved and ren ted per  the needs  o f  the 
County.

Ad jacent  to  the re t reat  pav i l ion  i s  an  amph i theate r  that  abut s  the par k 
pond.  I n t imate in  natu re,  the amph i theate r  accommodates  a max imum o f 
two-hundred people and i s  a  combinat ion  o f  tu r f  and cut  s tone mate r ia l s . 
Pe r imete r  t ree p lant ings  p rov ide natu ra l  shade fo r  the amph i theate r. 
Roadway and par k ing fo r  s i x t y  veh ic les  suppor t s  these eas t  s ide act i v i t ies. 
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The wes t  s ide o f  the pond suppor t s  a  va r ie ty  o f  act i v i t ies 
fo r  the da i l y  par k  use r.  A i r -cond i t ioned cabins  and a 
des ignated g roup camping a rea f ron t  the lake and a 
par k ing a rea fo r  130 veh ic les  te rm inates  the end o f 
the loop d r i ve.   An  in te ract i ve  wate r-p lay  a rea nes t les 
i n to  the landfo rm at  the south  end o f  the pond.  The 
p layg round featu res  an ove rhead wate r  sp ray  sy s tem 
rem in i scent  o f  the ove rhead i r r igat ion  sy s tem used fo r 
la rge fa rm c rop i r r igat ion .A  loop t ra i l  and boardwal k 
sy s tem border s  the pond and connects  to  the 2 .5  m i le 
decomposed g ran i te  loop t ra i l .

WAT E R  S P R AY
Here a ch i ld  lea rns  that  they  mus t  s top on 
th i s  peddle to  shoot  wate r  ou t  o f  nearby 
je t s.  

S P L A S H I N G
Th i s  young boy en joys  the s imp le  act i v i t y 
o f  sp lash ing in  wate r  as  i t  pou r s  ou t  f rom 
the rocks

WAT E R  E N G I N E E R I N G
A rav ine o f  wate r  i s  captu red by  a wate r 
whee l  powered by the ch i ld ren .   The 
wate r  i s  l i f ted up f rom the rav ine and in to 
a se r ies  o f  aqueducts  fo r  f u r the r  p lay.

H I L L  S L I D E
A s l ide in teg rated in to the s lope o f  a  h i l l 
i s  a  g reat  way to  incorporate a c lass ic 
p layg round e lement  i n to  natu re.  
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B I RT H DAY  PAV I L IO N

LO O P  T R A I L

L A N D F O R M S

R E M OT E  C A M P I N G

R E M OT E  C A M P I N GT R E E  TO P  C A B I N S

R E M OT E  C A M P I N G
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LO O KO U T  TO W E R
Nest led at  the back  o f  the c rop 
rows  s i t s  a  s i lo  modi f ied to a l so 
be a lookout  tower.   The t r ic k 
i s  f i nd ing out  how to get  to  the 
top.  
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RIVER LANDS
At  the te rm inus  to  the par k  loop road i s  the “gateway ”  to  the r i ve r.   Approx imate ly,  one quar te r  o f  the ac reage o f  the 
par k  i s  i n  the a rea a long the r i ve r  characte r i zed by  s lop ing te r ra in  and canopy ha rdwoods.  The southe rn  boundar y  o f 
the par k  i s  fo rmed by the San Gabr ie l  R i ve r  and p rov ides  an a rea fo r  av id  exp lo rat ion  and p lay.

A  loop t ra i l  gent l y  meanders  th rough the fo res ted a rea and in  o the r  a reas,  whe re oppor tun i t i y  a l lows,  a re 
in te rconnected t reetop boardwal k s,  a l low ing v i s i to r s  to  v iew and exper ience the par k  a t  va r ious  pe r spect i ves.  As 
te r ra in  d ic tates,  the path  e levates  to  address  both  access ib i l i t y  and f loodpla in  concerns.

The t ra i l  a l so  l i n k s  the va r ious  p lay  e lement s  o f  the fo res t.  Tree top cabins  a re  essent ia l l y  enc losed “ nes t s ”  that  va r y 
i n  fo rm w i th in  the r i ve r  fo res t  a rea.   These oas i s  pav i l ions  a l low fo r  v iews  towards  the San Gabr ie l  R i ve r  and the ab i l i t y 
to  funct ion  as  a w i lde rness  t ree house.  A l so p rov ided i s  a  “ b i r t hday pav i l ion ”  fo r  sma l l  g roup gathe r ings.  Th i s  par t icu la r 
pav i l ion  may be rese r ved to accommodate par t ies  o r  s tag ing a reas  fo r  adventu re  b i r t hday par t ies.  

T R E E  TO P  WA L K WAY S
Boardwal k s  b r i ng use r s  above 
the natu ra l  g rade and in to to 
the t ree canopies  a l low ing a 
new exper ience w i th  natu re. 

T R E E  H O U S E S
These may be ren ted fo r  an 
o f f ice re t reat  o r  s tay  ove rn igh t 
w i th  you r  s ign i f icant  o the r. 

B OA R D WA L K S
A way to keep use r s  on a 
de f ined path  th rough the woods.  
Boardwa l k s  he lp  to  c reate a 
sense o f  p lace.
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PAVI L IO N S
Des igned and bu i l t  to  b lend 
in to the ex i s t i ng characte r  o f 
the R ive r  Lands  and to sus ta in 
f loodwate r s.  

C A N O E / K AYA K
Des ignated launch and recover y 
po in t s  a re  located a long the 
r i ve r s  edge

P R I M I T I V E  C A M P I N G
Hi ke  in  camping spots  a l lows 
v i s i to r s  to  car r y  the i r  own 
camping gear  to  des ignated 
locat ions  fo r  a  more p r im i t i ve 
exper ience.  

T R A I L S
Compacted ear th  and g ran i te 

t ra i l s  b lend in to the natu ra l 
env i ronment

G AT E WAY
Trans i t ion ing between the New 
Hope and the R ive r  Lands, 

H I D D E N  A RT
Tree s tumps  p rov ide an 
oppor tun i t y  to  in t roduce a r twor k 
i n to  the landscape.  Prompt ing 
use r s  to  exp lo re  the par k 
look ing fo r  o the r  h idden a r twor k . 
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P R E S E RVAT IO N  O F  T H E  L A N D
A vas t  ma jo r i t y  o f  the ex i s t i ng par k land i s  p rese r ved o r  res to red 
in  th i s  mas te r  p lan.   A  to ta l  o f  78% ,  leav ing 22% o f  the par k 
be ing p rogrammed fo r  par k  uses  wh ich  requ i re  heavy  t ra f f ic 
and s i te  d i s tu rbance.   Th i s  a l lows  v i s i to r s  to  en joy  the natu ra l 
beauty  o f  the ex i s t i ng s i te  and a l lows  fo r  the natu ra l  land to 
care fo r  i t se l f.  

L A N D  L E F T  U N T O U C H E D  -  3 0 %
Prese r vat ion  o f  ex i s t i ng land -  t ra i l s  and p rem i t i ve  camping a re  p resent

D E D I C AT E D  O P E N  S PA C E  -  3 0 %
Land not  used fo r  p rogram e lement s  -  t ra i l s  and access  d r i ves  p resent

R E S T O R E D  F A R M L A N D  -  1 8 %
Dedicated fa rm land absent  o f  par k  e lement s  -  t ra i l s  and bu f fe r s  f rom ad jacent  uses  a re  p resent

PA R K  P R O G R A M  E L E M E N T S  -  2 2 %
Landscape has  been modi f ied fo r  par k  e lement s. 
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C I R C U L AT IO N
Access  w i th in  the par k  i s  p rov ided in  two manner s,  foot 
t ra f f ic  and veh icu la r  t ra f f ic.   D r i ves  and roadways  a re 
kept  to  a m in imum in  o rder  to  m in im i ze  d i s tu rbance and 
encou rage v i s i to r s  to  ex i t  t he i r  ca r s  to  exp lo re  the par k .  
An  access  road i s  located on the mos t  no r the rn  edge o f 
the s i te,  to  leave the ma jo r i t y  o f  the par k  f ree o f  veh icu la r 
t ra f f ic.   A  s i ng le  b ranch ex tends  in to  the New Hope reg ion 
to  g ive access  fo r  spec i f ic  uses  and genera l  par k ing.   A 
t ra i l  s y s tem c i rcu la tes  th roughout  the par k ,  p rov id ing a 
to ta l  ove r  2 .5  m i les  o f  a  loop t ra i l  and ove r  3  m i les  o f 
to ta l  h i ke  and b i ke  t ra i l s .  

LO O P  T R A I L  -  2 . 5  M I L E S

LO O P  R OA D  -  2 . 2 5  M I L E S
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H Y D R O LO G Y

Adher ing to  the ex i s t i ng hyd ro logy o f  the s i te,  the 
p roposed des ign  co l lect s  o f f - s i te  runo f f  i n to  a la rge 
reg iona l  pond that  a l so se r ves  as  a ma jo r  foca l 
po in t  o f  the par k .   La rge berms  he lp  to  conta in  the 
pond wate r  and d i scharge ove r f low at  p redete rm ined 
b reak th rough po in t s.  

POND AT NATURAL 
LOW POINT

DRAINAGE ENTERS THE 
SITE FROM THE NORTH

BREAKTHROUGH 
POINT BREAKTHROUGH 

POINT
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The Maste r  P lan  i s  the f i r s t  s tep in  the p rocess  o f  f u l f i l l i ng  the v i s ion  o f  the 
g reat  21s t  centu r y  par k .  I t  p rov ides  a gu id ing f ramework  fo r  the deve lopment 
o f  B lack land Her i tage Par k  ove r  t ime,  beg inn ing the p rocess  to  ident i f y  spec i f ic 
phases  o f  cons t ruc t ion  to  fo l low.  Be ing 348 acres  and featu r i ng ambi t ious 
p rogram e lement s  such as  the Agr icu l tu ra l  He r i tage,  Cente r  Con fe rence Cente r 
and a x x  ac re  lake the B lack land Her i tage Par k  w i l l  necess i ta te  a deve lopment 
p rocess  that  i s  f le x ib le  and adaptab le  to  chang ing economic,  soc ia l  and 
env i ronmenta l  cond i t ions.

The goa l  o f  se t t i ng 40% o f  the par k  fo r  deve lopment  and es tab l i shment  o f 
fa rm land a reas  means  imp lementat ion  w i l l  occu r  i n  phases.  The par k  deve lopment 
p rocess  i nc ludes  s i te  p reparat ion,  es tab l i sh ing ta rget  a reas,  mon i to r i ng and 
ma in tenance.  Th i s  complex  p rocess  mus t  be coord inated w i th  s i te  eco logy, 
management  o f  s to rm wate r  runo f f  f rom d i s tu rbed land,  cond i t ions  and seasons. 
The imp lementat ion  o f  the rema in ing 60% o f  the par k  fo r  landscape res to rat ion 
and p rese r vat ion  w i l l  a l so  cor respond to es tab l i sh ing the budget  du r i ng the nex t 
s tage o f  the par k  deve lopment  p rocess.

Wh i le  the Maste r  P lan  recogn izes  a par k  o f  th i s  s i ze  and p rogram w i l l  be 
imp lemented in  phases,  i t  a l so  acknow ledges  the sense o f  u rgency to  p rov ide a 
s ign i f icant  par k  fo r  the county  and s takeho lder s  wh ich  a re  cu r ren t l y  under se r ved 
in  th i s  quadrant  o f  Wi l l iamson County.  To that  end,  the fo l low ing s teps  we re 
ident i f ied to cont inue the momentum o f  the Maste r  P lan  p rocess.

1 .  L i ke  a l l  success fu l  par k s  i n  g reat  c i t ies,  par tne r sh ips  and a l l iances  mus t  be 
fo rmed between County  government,  s ta te  agenc ies,  Mun ic ipa l  par tne r s,  p r i vate 
foundat ions,  s takeho lder  g roups  and ind iv idua l  c i t i zens  to  rea l i ze  the v i s ion  and 
ma in ta in  i t  fo r  pe rpetu i t y. 

2 .  Ident i f y  potent ia l  pub l ic  and p r i vate fund ing sou rces.

3 .  Conduct  fu r the r  feas ib i l i t y  s tud ies  o f  ma jo r  p rogram e lement s  ident i f ied in  the 
Maste r  P lan .

4 .  Management  p lans  w i l l  be deve loped in  coord inat ion  w i th  appropr ia te 
depar tment s  and par tne r s.

These fou r  s teps  toward rea l i z i ng the Maste r  P lan  w i l l  un fo ld  as  the des ign  team 
cont inues  to  deve lop the Par k  p lan.  Th roughout  the fu tu re  des ign  phases  that 
p rogress  i n to  the nex t  few year s,  t he des ign  team w i l l  cont inue to wor k  w i th  the 
Par k s  and Recreat ion  Depar tment,  t he county  and the commun i t y  o f  s takeho lder s 
to  rea l i ze  the v i s ion  fo r  B lack land Her i tage County  Pa r k .

PHASE - 1 PHASE - 2

PHASE - 3

STEWARDSHIP
Stewardsh ip  o f  the Par k  does  not  occu r  i n  i so la t ion  but  as  par t  o f  a  la rge r  networ k  o f 
ne ighbors,  s takeho lder  g roups,  loca l  o rgan izat ions  and reg iona l  i n s t i t u t ions.  Tak ing 
care o f  B lack land Her i tage Par k  generates  a re la t ionsh ip  between the eco log ies  o f 
the Par k  and the people who en joy  i t.  Organ ized par tne r sh ips  can fos te r  re la t ionsh ips 
between people and the i r  env i ronment  th rough the Par k  i n  ve r y  spec i f ic  ways 
i nc lud ing fo rmat ion  o f  rou t ine vo lun tee r  g roups  and spec ia l  seasona l  event s.  As 
B lack land Her i tage Par k  bene f i t s  f rom the e f fo r t s  o f  these g roups,  i t  a l so  cont r ibu tes 
to  the i r  m i s s ions.  Potent ia l  co l laborat ions  i nc lude loca l  and nat iona l  g roups 
in te res ted in  par k s  and g reen space,  wate r  resou rces  and sys tems,  w i ld l i fe  hea l th  and 
d ive r s i t y,  nat i ve  p lant  hea l th  and d ive r s i t y,  cu l tu ra l  h i s to r y  and a r t,  and eco log ica l 
educat ion  and research .  The ident i f icat ion  o f  seve ra l  o rgan izat ions  has  on ly  j u s t 
begun a wor k ing and p resent l y  g row ing l i s t  o f  potent ia l  par tne r s  fo r  B lack land 
Her i tage County  Pa r k . 
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Zone Element Subtotal Per Zone

The Last Frontier
Main Entry entry sign, lighting, landscaping $15,500.00

Loop Road Connection rough edge, chip seal roadway (20' wide max) $68,000.00

Maintenance Area gravel access road (15'max) with storage yard and shed $76,200.00

Blackland Prairie blackland prairie restoration $93,000.00

Little House on the Prairie
Farm Buildings farm house, mule barn, equipment barn, gardens $878,700.00

Park Road/Parking Lot rough edge, chip seal roadway (20' wide max) $72,275.00

farmland crop restoration with loop trail $47,700.00

Silo Lookout tower Tower and boardwalk connection $210,000.00

Buffer Tree and stack-rail fence buffer from adjacent uses $32,500.00

The New Hope

Main Entry entry sign, lighting, landscaping $21,500.00

Park Roads Asphalt Road CLB (20' wide) $201,500.00

Host House access roadway and parking $24,000.00

Amphitheater Parking grass paver parking lot(190spaces) $163,600.00

Amphitheater Amphitheater with stage $75,000.00

Park pond pond, boardwalk around edge $625,000.00

Group Pavilion large group earth structure recessed into hillside $835,000.00

Overlook Hill Large berm in pond, access path to top, boardwalk across pond $99,000.00

Cabin Camping Group cabins with private parking $777,100.00

Group camping 1-way loop drive, parking, pavilion, restrooms $269,000.00

River Lands Parking Access grass paver parking lot $303,350.00

Blackland Heritage County Park - Opinion of Probable Construction Costs  (November 2011)

Description Zone Element Subtotal Per ZoneDescription

Water Playground hill slide, interactive water uses, pavilions and access trail $1,316,100.00

Landforms large organic hills formed to retain pond water $360,000.00

River Lands
Gateway serpentine wall gateway entrance $12,000.00

River Access Road rough edge, gravel roadway (20' wide max) $117,115.00

Landforms large organic hills separating uplands from river lands $260,000.00

Tree House Tree house, boardwalk extension $275,000.00

Canoe/Kayak Launch loading and unloading point for canoes and kayaks $3,000.00

Primitive Camping designated camp sites $20,000.00

Trail System compacted earth trail, connects to loop trail system (5'w) $64,400.00

Miscellaneous
Loop Trail Connection stabilized soil loop trail (10' wide) $211,500.00

$7,527,040.00
soft costs (design, survey) $903,244.80

contingency $1,686,056.96

$10,116,341.76

Assumptions/Disclaimers:  

*7) Projection of future construction costs should include a 5% annual increase at a minimum.

4) Subtotal of Construction Costs includes a 20% contingency to cover unknown costs (see note 2), mobilization, staging, additional 
erosion/sedimentation controls, etc. at the level/detail of this OPCC.
5) Water, sanitary sewer, gas, electric and communication utility lines and distribution construction and design costs are simply accounted for in 
contingency cost in this OPCC.
6) Permit review and application fees are not accounted for in this OPCC and shall be paid by the Owner.

1) All Opinion of Probable Construction Costs(OPCC) represent the Consultant and their Sub-Consultant(s) best judgment as professionals, familiar with 
the construction industry and current available unit pricing; Consultant/Sub-Consultant(s) do not guarantee that proposals, bids or actual project cost will 
not vary from its opinion of probable construction costs. Quantities are estimates only and the actual amount of work and/or materials are contingent 
upon final design of these facilities.
2) Unit pricing is based on average cost statewide and do not account for any site specific determinates that would effect costs of construction (i.e.- 
structural foundation/footing per local soil conditions, etc.)
3) Basis for payment to contractor for construction costs shall be the actual amount of work done and/or material furnished.  Quantities given on final 
contract documents, including the plans, are estimates only, and the actual amount of work required may differ slightly from the estimates.




