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BILL OF RIGHTS FOR WARDS 
 

A). A WARD HAS ALL THE RIGHTS, BENEFITS, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND PRIVILEGES GRANTED BY 

THE CONSTITUTION AND LAWS OF THIS STATE AND THE UNITED STATES, EXCEPT WHERE 

SPECIFICALLY LIMITED BY A COURT-ORDERED GUARDIANSHIP OR WHERE OTHERWISE 

LAWFULLY RESTRICTED. 

 

B). UNLESS LIMITED BY A COURT OR OTHERWISE RESTRICTED BY LAW, A WARD IS AUTHORIZED 

TO THE FOLLOWING: 

 

1). TO HAVE A COPY OF THE GUARDIANSHIP ORDER AND LETTERS OF GUARDIANSHIP 

AND CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THE PROBATE COURT THAT ISSUED THE ORDER 

AND LETTERS; 

 

2). TO HAVE A GUARDIANSHIP THAT ENCOURAGES THE DEVELOPMENT OR 

MAINTENANCE OF MAXIMUM SELF-RELIANCE AND INDEPENDENCE IN THE WARD 

WITH THE EVENTUAL GOAL, IF POSSIBLE, OF SELF-SUFFICIENCY; 

 

3). TO BE TREATED WITH RESPECT, CONSIDERATION, AND RECOGNITION OF THE WARD’S 

DIGNITY AND INDIVIDUALITY; 

 

4). TO RESIDE AND RECEIVE SUPPORT SERVICES IN THE MOST INTEGRATED SETTING, 

INCLUDING HOME-BASED OR OTHER COMMUNITY-BASED SETTINGS, AS REQUIRED BY 

TITLE II OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (42 U.S.C. SECTION 12131 ET 

SEQ); 

 

5). TO CONSIDERATION OF THE WARD’S CURRENT AND PREVIOUSLY STATED PERSONAL 

PREFERENCES, DESIRES, MEDICAL AND PSYCHIATRIC TREATMENT PREFERENCES, 

RELIGIOUS BELIEVES, LIVING ARRANGEMENTS, AND OTHER PREFERENCES AND 

OPINIONS; 

 

6). TO FINANCIAL SELF-DETERMINATION FOR ALL PUBLIC BENEFITS AFTER ESSENTIAL 

LIVING EXPENSES AND HEALTH NEEDS ARE MET AND TO HAVE ACCESS TO A 

MONTHLY PERSONAL ALLOWANCE; 

 

7). TO RECEIVE TIMELY AND APPROPRIATE HEALTH CARE AND MEDICAL TREATMENT 

THAT DOES NOT VIOLATE THE WARD’S RIGHTS GRANTED BY THE CONSTITUTION AND 

LAWS OF THIS STATE AND THE UNITED STATES; 

 

8). TO EXERCISE FULL CONTROL OF ALL ASPECTS OF LIFE NOT SPECIFICALLY GRANTED 

BY THE COURT TO THE GUARDIAN; 
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9). TO CONTROL THE WARD’S PERSONAL ENVIRONMENT BASED ON THE WARD’S 

PREFERENCES; 

 

10). TO COMPLAIN OR RAISE CONCERNS REGARDING THE GUARDIAN OR GUARDIANSHIP 

TO THE COURT, INCLUDING LIVING ARRANGEMENTS, RETALIATION BY THE 

GUARDIAN, CONFLICTS OF INTEREST BETWEEN THE GUARDIAN AND SERVICE 

PROVIDERS, OR A VIOLATION OF ANY RIGHTS UNDER THIS SECTION; 

 

11). TO RECEIVE NOTICE IN THE WARD’S NATIVE LANGUAGE, OR PREFERRED MODE OF 

COMMUNICATION, AND IN A MANNER ACCESSIBLE TO THE WARD, OF A COURT 

PROCEEDING TO CONTINUANCE, MODIFY, OR TERMINATE THE GUARDIANSHIP AND 

THE OPPORTUNITY TO APPEAR BEFORE THE COURT TO EXPRESS THE WARD’S 

PREFERENCES AND CONCERNS REGARDING WHETHER THE GUARDIANSHIP SHOULD 

BE CONTINUED, MODIFIED, OR TERMINATED; 

 

12). TO HAVE A COURT INVESTIGATOR, GUARDIAN AD LITEM, OR ATTORNEY AD LITEM 

APPOINTED BY THE COURT TO INVESTIGATE A COMPLAINT RECEIVED BY THE COURT 

FROM THE WARD OR ANY PERSON ABOUT THE GUARDIANSHIP; 

 

13). TO PARTICIPATE IN SOCIAL, RELIGIOUS, AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES, TRAINING, 

EMPLOYMENT, EDUCATION, HABILITATION, AND REHABILITATION OF THE WARD’S 

CHOICE IN THE MOST INTEGRATED SETTING; 

 

14). TO SELF-DETERMINATION IN THE SUBSTANTIAL MAINTENANCE, DISPOSITION, AND 

MANAGEMENT OF REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY AFTER ESSENTIAL LIVING 

EXPENSES AND HEALTH NEEDS ARE MET, INCLUDING THE RIGHT TO RECEIVE NOTICE 

AND OBJECT ABOUT THE SUBSTANTIAL MAINTENANCE, DISPOSITION, OR 

MANAGEMENT OF CLOTHING, FURNITURE, VEHICLES, AND OTHER PERSONAL EFFECT; 

 

15). TO PERSONAL PRIVACY AND CONFIDENTIALITY IN PERSONAL MATTERS, SUBJECT TO 

STATE AND FEDERAL LAW; 

 

16). TO UNIMPEDED, PRIVATE, AND UNCENSORED COMMUNICATION AND VISITATION 

WITH PERSONS OF THE WARD’S CHOICE, EXCEPT THAT IF THE GUARDIAN 

DETERMINES THAT CERTAIN COMMUNICATION OR VISITATION CAUSES SUBSTANTIAL 

HARM TO THE WARD: (A) THE GUARDIAN MAY LIMIT, SUPERVISE, OR RESTRICT 

COMMUNICATION OR VISITATION, BUT ONLY TO THE EXTENT NECESSARY TO 

PROTECT THE WARD FROM SUBSTANTIAL HARM; AND (B) THE WARD MAY REQUEST 

A HEARING TO REMOVE ANY RESTRICTIONS ON COMMUNICATION OR VISITATION 

IMPOSED BY THE GUARDIAN UNDER PARAGRAPH (A); 

 

17). TO PETITION THE COURT AND RETAIN COUNSEL OF THE WARD’S CHOICE WHO HOLDS 

A CERTIFICATE REQUIRED BY SUBCHAPTER E, CHAPTER 1054, TO REPRESENT THE 

WARD’S INTEREST FOR CAPACITY RESTORATION, MODIFICATION OF THE 

GUARDIANSHIP, THE APPOINTMENT OF A DIFFERENT GUARDIAN, OR FOR OTHER 
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APPROPRIATE RELIEF UNDER THIS SUBCHAPTER, INCLUDING A TRANSITION TO A 

SUPPORTED DECISION-MAKING AGREEMENT, EXCEPT AS LIMITED BY SECTION 

1054.006; 

 

18). TO VOTE IN A PUBLIC ELECTION, MARRY AND RETAIN A LICENSE TO OPERATE A 

MOTOR VEHICLE, UNLESS RESTRICTED BY THE COURT; 

 

19). TO PERSONAL VISITS FROM THE GUARDIAN OR THE GUARDIAN’S DESIGNEE AT LEAST 

ONCE EVERY THREE MONTHS, BUT MORE OFTEN, IF NECESSARY, UNLESS THE COURT 

ORDERS OTHERWISE; 

 

20). TO BE INFORMED OF THE NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER, AND PURPOSE OF 

DISABILITY RIGHTS TEXAS, AND ORGANIZATION WHOSE MISSION IS TO PROTECT 

THE RIGHTS OF, AND ADVOCATE FOR, PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES, AND TO 

COMMUNICATE AND MEET WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THAT ORGANIZATION; 

 

21). TO BE INFORMED OF THE NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER, AND PURPOSE OF AN 

INDEPENDENT LIVING CENTER, AN AREA AGENCY ON AGING, AN AGING AND 

DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER, AND THE LOCAL MENTAL HEALTH AND 

INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY CENTER, AND TO COMMUNICATE 

AND MEET WITH REPRESENTATIVES FROM THESE AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS; 

 

22). TO BE INFORMED OF THE NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER, AND PURPOSE OF THE 

JUDICIAL BRANCH CERTIFICATION COMMISSION AND THE PROCEDURE FOR FILING A 

COMPLAINT AGAINST A CERTIFIED GUARDIAN; 

 

23). TO CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND PROTECTIVE SERVICE TO REPORT 

ABUSE, NEGLECT, EXPLOITATION, OR VIOLATION OF PERSONAL RIGHTS WITHOUT 

FEAR OF PUNISHMENT, INTERFERENCE, COERCION, OR RETALIATION; AND 

 

24). TO HAVE THE GUARDIAN, ON APPOINTMENT AND ON ANNUAL RENEWAL OF THE 

GUARDIANSHIP, EXPLAIN THE RIGHTS DELINEATED IN THIS SUBSECTION IN THE 

WARD’S NATIVE LANGUAGE, OR PREFERRED MODE OF COMMUNICATION, AND IN A 

MANNER ACCESSIBLE TO THE WARD. 

 

(C) THIS SECTION DOES NOT SUPERSEDE OR ABROGATE OTHER REMEDIES EXISTING IN LAW. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


